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SPOTIFY’S CONTROVERSIAL MOVE TO MUTE R. KELLY IS ON THE VIRAL LIST 

 

Spotify is making headlines for no longer promoting the music of two artists, fans are banding 

together to save Brooklyn Nine-Nine, “This Is America” is setting records, and more links to 

check out this Friday! 

 

Spotify Makes Headlines for Muting R. Kelly 

 

In a move that is making headlines and setting a new standard for brands in the post-woke 

era, Spotify is no longer promoting the music of two artists due to the mounting interest in the 

allegations being made against them. Singer R. Kelly and rapper XXXTentacion are facing 

allegations of sexual abuse and domestic violence respectively, with the former being the 

subject of viral hashtag, #MuteRKelly, that asks the industry to stop profiting off of his music. 

In response, Spotify instituted a new policy this week that allows them to pull or stop promoting 

music or artists they deem “hateful,” and they’ve started by banning R. Kelly and XXXTentacion 

from their playlists and algorithmic recommendations (you can still find the full music catalog 

of both artists on the platform). Some are praising Spotify for their efforts, while others—

including the artists themselves—are calling out the platform for responding to unproven 

allegations and not acting against a long list of mainstream artists that have also been 

accused of crimes. 

 

Fans Band Together to Save Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

 

Fox’s decision to cancel comedic series Brooklyn Nine-Nine became a top trending topic on 

Twitter this week with the internet “losing its mind” to save the show. The series, based on the 

goings-on of a police precinct, is Fox’s second longest running TV show behind New Girl. But 

ultimately its low ratings—most likely caused by the rising preference to stream later than 

watch live—has led to its demise after five seasons. Fans, which include celebrities like Lin-

Manuel Miranda and Seth Meyers, are now banding together in effort to save the show—

and it’s working. There are reports that a few networks and streaming services are considering 

picking up the show, including Hulu, which saved The Mindy Project after Fox cancelled it in 

2015. 

 

“This Is America” Video Sets Records 

 

Childish Gambino’s recently released music video that makes “searing commentary on gun 

violence” has racked up over 75 million views so far and has beat out some of 2017’s most-

watched YouTube videos in the span of two days. The controversial video—which may be hard 

to watch for some—is set to the song “This Is America,” and features Donald Glover dancing 

along with schoolchildren while chaos ensues. It appears to make a critique on how the 

country has been handling gun violence, along with a glaring reference to the Charleston 

church shooting. The video has set off a host of think pieces, and is bringing even more 

awareness to an issue that Gen Z and Millennials are prioritizing more than ever: 

Ypulse's Causes/Charity & Activism Topline, which was conducted in early 2018, found 

that gun control had risen up 13-35-year-olds’ list of important issues by three spots year-over-

year.  

 

DAILY INSIGHT ARTICLE 
 

https://www.ypulse.com/post/view/10-brands-millennials-gen-z-think-do-the-most-and-least-social-good
https://www.ypulse.com/post/view/10-brands-millennials-gen-z-think-do-the-most-and-least-social-good
https://www.cnet.com/news/why-spotifys-r-kelly-decision-on-hate-content-matters/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/10/entertainment/r-kelly-mute-movement-spotify-trnd/index.html
https://www.highsnobiety.com/p/spotify-r-kelly-hate-policy/
https://mashable.com/2018/05/10/brooklyn-nine-nine-canceled/?utm_cid=hp-h-9#j5KZAib11mqQ
https://www.ypulse.com/post/view/after-the-cord-cut-the-next-big-streaming-shake-ups
https://www.ypulse.com/post/view/after-the-cord-cut-the-next-big-streaming-shake-ups
https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2018/05/save-brooklyn-nine-nine-canceled-hulu-netflix-nbc-tbs
http://www.thisisinsider.com/childish-gambino-this-is-america-beats-2017-youtube-hits-in-2-days-2018-5
http://www.thisisinsider.com/childish-gambino-this-is-america-beats-2017-youtube-hits-in-2-days-2018-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYOjWnS4cMY
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/07/opinions/childish-gambino-this-is-america-opinion-bailey/index.html
https://www.ypulse.com/post/view/the-gun-control-debate-where-young-people-stand-what-they-expect-from-brand
https://www.ypulse.com/my-library/document/topline-causes-charity-activism


The Harmful Teen Challenge that May Go Viral   

 

A U.K. mother’s Facebook post is putting a spotlight on a new teen challenge that could go as 

viral as the Tide Pod phenomenon. The deodorant challenge involves spraying aerosol 

deodorant directly onto the skin to test endurance. After her daughter suffered second-degree 

burns taking on the challenge, Jamie Prescott took to Facebook to spread awareness to other 

parents, posting photos of the injuries. Although other parents have joined in by sharing their 

own photos of their children’s injuries, according to Snopes, the claim that the "challenge" is 

"sweeping" across schools is still unproven. A post from University of Utah's health blog is 

taking precautions however, warning people that spraying the aerosol on skin could cause up 

to a third-degree burn.  

 

Links We’re Passing 

 

Beyoncé’s appearance at the Met Gala this week went viral (and she wasn’t even there), a 

new couple showed up at the Met Gala and took the internet by surprise, and Rihanna finally 

released her inclusive lingerie line to much fanfare. 
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